Marv and the Dino Attack by Alex Falase-Koya and Paula Bowles

Marvin flicked through the dinosaur book in his lap. The pages were well worn, the new-book smell was long gone, but still, he always came back to it. For so long it had been the best way for him to see what dinosaurs had looked like, but that was all about to change because today he was going to the Natural History Museum with school.  
Marvin loved school trips, and he wasn’t the only one. The school coach was filled with excited chatter. Their teacher had long ago given up on getting the class to be quiet.
‘If you could be a dinosaur, any dinosaur, which one would you be?’ Joe said from the seat next to Marvin.
‘A pterodactyl, I think. I know it’s not technically a dinosaur, but I’d love to be able to fly! To be whooshing through the clouds.’ Marvin spread out his arms and flapped like a bird. ‘What about you?’
I’d be a velociraptor! They can run so fast, they might as well be flying.’ Joe moved his legs back and forth quickly, pretending to run. ‘But…’
‘But what?’ Marvin leant forward.
‘We’re missing the biggest and meanest one of all,’ Joe whispered.
‘A T-Rex!’ Marvin shouted.
Joe roared in appreciation and raised his arms over his head.
Marvin burst out laughing.

Top tips for filming self-tapes

· Make sure you are well lit, with the light source in front of you and do not film with your back to a window.
· Try to keep background noise to a minimum and make sure that we can hear you clearly.
· We recommend that you film in landscape, not portrait.
· Place the camera at eye level and try not to stand too close. We would like to see your whole upper body, waist to head. 
· Relax, and engage us in the story you are telling – talk directly to the camera and as if you are talking to a single grown-up, not to a child or children.
· We are not necessarily looking for technique, above all we are looking for a twinkle in your eye.





